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Division 45:  Culture and the Arts, $140 315 000 - 
Mrs J. Hughes, Chairman. 

Ms S.M. McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts. 

Mr A.J.M. Bryant, Director General. 

Mr A.D. Ferris, Chief Financial Officer. 

Mr A.R. Dodge, Director, Art Gallery of Western Australia. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I give the call to the member for Greenough. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I ask the minister for a point of clarification.  This is not a question, but it will help 
me in framing my question.  On page 789 under “Significant Issues and Trends” there is a continual reference to 
the “Museum”.  I presume that means all the museums in Western Australia. 

Ms S.M. McHALE: The Western Australian Museum is, in fact, a collective of museums. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I thank the minister; that was the point of clarification I wanted to make.  I have a 
further question that does not bear reference at all to the Museum, but I hope the minister will take it in the spirit 
that it is intended, as I needed that clarity to start with.  I have been gonged off already and I still have a 
question!   

I refer to the arts budget for regional art galleries, and even, for argument’s sake, art industry support.  The 
question revolves around the allocation of moneys to the separate art galleries of Western Australia.  Do staff 
themselves in those galleries make the bid for funding?  How is the allocation of moneys to the various art 
galleries achieved? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: That is a very general question. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: It is a very general question but I have been asked to ask the question.   

Ms S.M. McHALE: I am happy to give the member an answer.  In the construction of our budgets, budget bids 
come in from all over the place.  With arts and culture, they would come in from the non-government sector as 
well as the institutions that make up the arts portfolio. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: By way of interjection, I am particularly interested in the government sector and art 
galleries. 

Ms S.M. McHALE: Budget bids or ideas for development or expansion would come in probably to the manager 
of particular sites.  In the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery the curator is a government art gallery employee, 
unlike Bunbury.  I believe Mark, the director of the Geraldton art gallery, is an employee of the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia. 
Mr A.R. Dodge: That is correct.   
Ms S.M. McHALE: He may therefore have various ideas that he puts up through the chain.  They are all 
considered at some level and do not necessarily get to me, because that is the nature of the way budgets are 
constructed.  Hypothetically, there is no reason that ideas, or bids for budget, could not come through the staff. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: That is the answer I was seeking.  I thank the minister. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer the minister to page 788, and the grand total figures under “Appropriation and 
Forward Estimates”.  The estimated actual for 2005-06 was $127.784 million and the budget was 
$132.661 million.  Can the minister explain the reason for that decrease? 
Ms S.M. McHALE: Usually these sorts of decreases can be the result of a combination of items.  The major 
reason for the decrease is the deferral of the relocation of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  Because we 
had protracted discussions with both the City of Perth and the orchestra on that relocation, we have not yet 
drawn down those funds, and there has been a reduction in the capital user charge for the department.  There was 
a significant reduction in the capital user charge because our heritage buildings are exempt from the capital user 
charge.  That figure was actually $6 million, but those reductions are offset by additional money for items such 
as ScreenWest projects.  The most simple way of describing it is that there are a number of items, some of which 
are eliminated or deferred and other items come on board as funding streams emerge.  That is the reason for that 
decrease. 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS: I refer to “Major Achievements For 2005-06” on page 797, which lists a proposal for a 
new museum in Western Australia, and to “Major Initiatives For 2006-07”, which states that planning will 
continue to be progressed.  Can the minister give us an update on that proposal in the current financial year, and 
what the minister anticipates will happen in 2006-07? 
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Ms S.M. McHALE: I know that the member for Maylands is particularly interested in this item.  The reason 
there is no huge capital allocation in this year’s budget is that we are not quite ready to set a final price.  I will 
tell the member where we are at.  We have developed a proposal for consideration, and we have developed a 
business case.  The directors had discussions only this week with Treasury.  I anticipate taking a report to the 
cabinet expenditure review committee.  I do not want to be too prescriptive because things at times can slip.  
However, I would say that in the next couple of months, at the most, I will be taking a significant proposal to 
cabinet.  We have undertaken a site-searching process.  A number of sites were considered and have been 
eliminated.  As it stands at the moment, we are down to two sites; that is, the former East Perth power station site 
and the Perth Cultural Centre.  We are still considering the relative merits and costs of those sites. 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS: I thank the minister.  That is exciting. 
Ms S.M. McHALE: It is very exciting.  This will be a major commitment, and it is an exciting prospect to 
deliver a new museum, although very expensive. 
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: I refer the minister to page 794 under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07”.  The fourth dot 
point from the bottom of that page states - 

The Art Gallery will continue to focus on key government and private sector partnerships .  .  .   
Will the minister describe just how important the private sector partnerships are to the successful financial 
operations of the Art Gallery of Western Australia? 
Ms S.M. McHALE: I thank the member for Greenough for the question.  Private sector partnerships are 
significantly important for the Art Gallery and other major arts organisations.  The partnerships that we have 
developed through the Art Gallery and through the director have led to initiatives such as the indigenous 
curatorial program, which is a partnership with AngloGold Ashanti Australia Ltd, Rio Tinto Ltd and Carey 
Mining Pty Ltd.  Government is not the only process involved.  That is a great practical example of - 
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: By way of interjection, did those companies approach the minister or did the 
preceding minister approach them? How has that relationship evolved and how is it maintained? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: I think we would have gone to them.  Is that correct? 

Mr A.R. Dodge: Yes, we went to them. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, the gallery went to those companies.  The reason we went to those companies in 
particular was that obviously they were working in indigenous communities.  I believe 50 per cent of Carey’s 
employees are indigenous.  It has a track record and wants to support indigenous communities; therefore, the 
partnership developed.  It is fair to say that most institutions need additional funding or sponsorship.  The 
government supports our institutions, but there are ever-increasing costs and pressures on them; therefore, 
sponsorship is very much a part of the existence of our institutions. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: I have a further question.  Given that the majority of these partnerships are to support 
cultural tourism, as stated on page 794, is it government policy that the government would then, as a matter of 
course, enter into partnership with any business working in regional Western Australia that is “impacting on a 
nearby indigenous community”? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: No, not as a matter of course.  Actually, if an Aboriginal heritage application came through 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act, conditions would apply for approval to allow an industry to go ahead.  Usually the 
company is in the mining industry, but not necessarily; sometimes they are archaeological applications.  
However, I have been saying to the Department of Indigenous Affairs that we should use this as an opportunity 
to encourage additional activities by that company, particularly around employment opportunities and also 
around cultural opportunities. 

[3.20 pm] 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: It is not policy? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: It is not policy that we impose those sorts of conditions on every company that works in an 
indigenous community.  I would say, and I am probably right, that the Aboriginal Heritage Act would not allow 
those sorts of conditions; they are more for archaeological sites.  However, with the changes we want to make to 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act, which came up this morning, there is every possibility that that matter could be 
looked at. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I refer to page 788 under “Appropriation by Service Agency”.  Is the minister with me? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, I am with the member. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The service agency second from the bottom of the page, which is ScreenWest, has an 
extra approximately $1 million allocated in the budget for this coming financial year.  I have tried to find out 
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from the rest of the budget papers exactly what is happening at ScreenWest.  I cannot see it in there, unless it is 
called by a different name.  If ScreenWest is not in the budget papers, why is there not more explanation of what 
$5.36 million is being spent on? Perhaps the minister can give us an update on exactly where that money is going 
and what is happening in that area. 

Ms S.M. McHALE: I thank the member for Hillarys for the question.  That additional increase is essentially a 
transfer of the ABC funds.  We entered into a partnership with the ABC about two years ago when the ABC 
developed its new facilities in East Perth.  We originally intended to go halves in the development of the studios. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The ABC studios? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: The ABC studios.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Why on earth would you do that? 

Ms S.M. McHALE: Let me explain.  What we were trying to do was provide the infrastructure in Western 
Australia for drama productions, and the ABC was building its headquarters there.  At one stage the negotiations 
were about co-funding the space.  The ABC was not originally putting in such a big space.  The ABC was 
putting in only a 200-metre square space and we asked the ABC to put in 600 square metres, which would 
increase the opportunities for Western Australian producers of drama.  That fitted in with the inquiry into the 
screen industry of some years ago.  One of the impediments to the industry was inadequate drama studio space.  
Discussions went on and the ABC decided to fund that space itself, which was good.  We then said that we 
would make available equivalent funding for financial support incentives to the industry.  That is why we have 
the fund. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Through where? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Through the Department of Industry and Resources.  It was a commitment two years ago 
through industry development.  The funds went to DOIR and were initially managed out of there.  It then came 
over to culture and the arts; so it is a transfer of money. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have a further question.  Has all the money or just part of it been transferred? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, it has.  It was originally $3.2 million.  We spent $1.1 million in 2005-06, and 
$2.1 million is available in 2006-07.  ScreenWest has had some fantastic productions.  If the member for Hillarys 
cares to bear with me and if we have time, I can give him the figures. 

The CHAIRMAN: We have only two minutes. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Suffice it to say that the investment we put into the film and television industry value-adds 
to the tune of about $6.321 million.  In children’s television there is Street Smart, and there is Last Train to Freo, 
which is still in production.  There are also a number of other productions.  We have a very strong film and 
television industry in Western Australia. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have a further question.  Is all that happening through the screen production industry 
support?  I mean, what is the difference between that and ScreenWest? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The screen industry fund is a subset of what ScreenWest does.  ScreenWest is the authority 
that administers the funds. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is there a further question?  We have half a minute. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Half a minute?  I should think I will not get an answer.  The line under service 5, “Screen 
Production Industry Support”, indicates figures, but none corresponds with ScreenWest.  I have had a quick look 
through the budget papers and I cannot find any explanation about what ScreenWest is actually doing or what 
benefits there are to taxpayers. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Perhaps the minister could provide that as supplementary information. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Does the minister want to give me that as supplementary information, as we will run out 
of time? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is the appropriation to ScreenWest.  If the member wants to know what ScreenWest 
does - 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is more than that.  I want a correlation between that and service 5.  Can the minister 
provide that as supplementary information, as we have run out of time now? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Page 800? Service 5? I am sorry, what does the member mean? 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, it is incumbent on me to cease proceedings. 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will give the member the information.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
[3.30 pm] 
 


